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Community
Development
Department
The Community Development Department is made up of the Planning
Division, Public Works Division, Economic Development Section, and Code
Compliance Section. Below is a summary of the activities of each Division
and/or Section over the past Quarter of Fiscal Year (2024-2025), as well as
a list of accomplishments and goals for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. 
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COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT FEATURE 2025 Q3

CHIEF YELKUS PARK - GRAND OPENING OCTOBER 2025!

Chief Yelkus Park is located at 300 S Molalla Forest Rd. just north of OR-211
and is the City’s newest addition to the parks inventory, named for the last
Chief of the Molalla Indian Tribe, Henry Yelkus. 



Claressa has joined our Community

Development Department (CDD) as an

Associate Planner. She comes to us

from the City of Redmond and holds a

planning degree from the University of

Oregon. Claressa brings experience in

evacuation, transportation, and land

use planning. A Portland native, she's

thrilled to return to her hometown's

famously rainy weather. In her free

time, you can find her hiking, riding

bikes, or working on craft projects.

PW
PLANNING
DIVISION

CLARESSA DAVIS

PLANNING
DIVISION
NEW ASSOCIATE PLANNER



Application Type NEW Approved Open

Pre-Application 4 4 1

Zoning Letter 1 1 0

Building - Residential 15 16 9

Type 1 - Other 24 18 7

Type II 1 2 1

Type III 0 0 4

Type IV 1 1 0

Final Plat 0 0 5

Council Appeals 0 0 0

LUBA Appeals 0 0 0

*Note - withdrawn or migrated applications are not accounted for in this table.

Total New
Planning
Applications:

36
The Planning Division
manages all development
and permitting processes
required to develop in
Molalla and is supported by
Clackamas County Building
Codes, Molalla Fire District,
and several state agencies
as applicable for a given
development. 
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PLANNING
DIVISION
FEATURE 2025 Q3

SINCLAIR GAS, SPACE AGE & SUPERIOR POOL COVERS
 
New fueling stations were a theme of new development projects. These
included occupancy for a new fueling station on W Main ST, building
permit approvals to revive a previously establish gas station on E Main
ST, and a development code amendment that would allow fueling
stations in the C-1 central commercial zone with the exception of a
corridor along Main ST between Hart Ave and Grange Ave. Additional
development projects included 15 building permit authorization
approvals, two partition application, and 13 miscellaneous approvals.
The City has also seen a drastic uptick in inquiries and pre-application
meetings suggesting 2026 could be a robust year for new
development in Molalla.  

SPACE AGE SINCLAIR GAS SUPERIOR POOL COVERS
*FUTURE SITE OF*



P

The Planning Division is Currently engaged in multiple long-range planning initiatives to
ensure the City’s historic growth is managed in the best possible way allowed by state law.
Through these processes, city staff endeavors to preserve the small town feel of the
community while simultaneously ensuring the people of Molalla reap the maximum benefits of
managed growth. 

PLANNING DIVISION
LONG RANGE

UGB & HPS

2025 Quarter 3 was a transition period for Molalla’s Urban Growth Boundary workplan. The
City finalized and submitted its Goal 14 analysis to the Oregon Department of Land
Conservation and Development (DLCD). This study considered the City’s abutting lands for
potential urban growth boundary expansion within the context of the State’s prioritization laws.
The bulk of this study focused on the “exception lands” situated south of the City because the
state’s prioritization framework would require that those lands be considered first. In response
to concerns from the community and City Council and with support from the Governor’s Office
regarding the on the ground suitability and financial practicality of expanding to the exception
lands, the City submitted a grant to DLCD perform subsequent analysis on the relative financial
constrains for expanding to the exception lands vs. Exclusive Farming Use (EFU) lands situated
to the north and west of the City. The grant application was approved in early Q4, 2025. This
analysis will serve as an addendum to the Goal 14 analysis completed in Q3 and new
opportunities for engagement will arise in Q4 of 2025 and Q1 of 2026. These opportunities and
more can be accessed at our Molalla Current Urban Growth Boundary page:
https://current.cityofmolalla.com/urban-growth-boundary. 

In addition to this funding the City received additional funding from DLCD to complete its
Housing Production Strategies document. 

PLANNING
DIVISION
LONG RANGE PLANNING

https://current.cityofmolalla.com/urban-growth-boundary
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PLANNING DIVISION

LONG RANGE

STORMWATER MASTER PLAN

The plan is in it’s final stages, the consultant is currently working to finalize the 20 year capital

plan. A final draft of the plan is expected to be reviewed by the Planning Commission and the

City Council circa January 2026.

PLANNING
DIVISION
LONG RANGE PLANNING



PE

CITY OF MOLALLA REACHING MORE
CITIZENS THAN EVER BEFORE!

PLANNING DIVISION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The images to the left show

how our social media

platforms, Facebook and

Instagram have performed

the past quarter as well as 

IN RED the increase in each

category since the previous

quarter.

PLANNING
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

FEATURE



City of Molalla: on Facebook

@cityofmolalla

These images show the top 3

performing content posts and their

insight for Facebook for the past

quarter.

PLANNING
DIVISION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

TOP CONTENT



City of Molalla: on Instagram

@cityofmolalla

These images show the top 3

performing content posts and their

insight for Instagram for the past

quarter.

PLANNING
DIVISION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

TOP CONTENT



City of Molalla: on govDELIVERY

govDELIVERY subscriptions

Subscriptions

0 500 1000 1500 2000

City Newsletter

Events Calendar

City Alerts

Traffic Impacts

Jobs

Spanish

1586

202

1728

(+37)

(+1)

(+56)

(+32)

(+11)

(+58)

Bulletin’s sent: 39 (total delivered: 17,915)

PLANNING
DIVISION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS - PER TOPIC



City of Molalla: on Social Media

New Social Media Followers

Followers

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000

Facebook

Instagram

YouTube

4203

345 (+68)

(+100)

71 (+15)

PLANNING
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NEW FOLLOWERS



ED
PLANNING DIVISION

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

The City of Molalla offers grants
of up to $10,400 to assist in:
New Construction, Repair, or

Replacement of Sidewalk, Curb
& Gutter, or ADA ramps!

See the Program Summary in the
Important Documents section to

determine project eligibility, funding
levels, and how to apply.

WINTER MARKET
Starting October 9th
Every other Thursday

3-7pm

SUMMER/FALL SCHEDULE
Every Saturday

12-4pm

4  Friday of the monthth

Year-round
5-7pm

*participating businesses
downtown Molalla

PLANNING
DIVISION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



The Public Works Division is comprised of the Engineering Section, Public Works Maintenance
Section, Water Treatment Plant Section, and Wastewater Treatment Plant Section. 

Together, these sections are responsible for:
Capital Improvement
Maintenance
Operations

City’s Water System
Wastewater System
Stormwater System
Transportation System
Parks System.

PW
PUBLIC WORKS

DIVISION
WATER QUALITY

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
WATER QUALITY SECTION



The Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade continues. All the floor slabs have
been poured for the control building and the sequencing batch reactor and
the aerobic digester. Half of the Equalization Basin floor has been poured.
One-third of the walls have been poured and the treatment tanks, the
masonry for the biosolids handling area is up and the framing for the
remainder of the control building has been placed. The Electrical runs in the
grounds are almost finished. Most of the underground plumbing has been
placed. Trusses are placed with siding, roofing, plumbing, and electrical runs
inside the control building to begin soon.  
The city should receive its new permit soon as the public comment period
ended on September 19th. City staff are optimistic about the product of the
permit. This new permit will give the city the potential to realize the full
economic benefits for community and the ability to stay in compliance for the
foreseeable future to include the 20-year forecasted growth.   

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

INSTALLING NEW ANALYER

PW

PROJECT PROGRESS

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
WATER QUALITY SECTION

PUBLIC WORKS
WASTEWATER

TREATMENT PLANT



PW
PUBLIC WORKS
WASTEWATER

TREATMENT PLANTCONTROL BUILDING

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

July –  Received 27 million
gallons of sewage, Discharge to
the recycled water fields 28
million gallons of cleaned
effluent.  
August - Received 26 million
gallons of sewage, Discharge to
the recycled water fields 26
million gallons of cleaned
effluent. 
September -  Received 24
million gallons of sewage,
Discharged to recycled water
fields 17 million gallons of
cleaned Effluent. 

Wastewater Treated

Wastewater Discharged

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

July

August

September

28 27

26 26

17 24
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Staff continued Recycled Water application through this quarter



PW

Intake Project Progress 
The City secured a loan of $4.65 million from the Infrastructure Finance Authority to fully
fund this project! An additional $2 million grant has been recommended for funding by
Representative Bynum. Should that money be approved by Congress, the city will offset
the $4.65 million loan and only have to service $2.65 million in debt. In either
circumstance, the project is funded and moving forward from the pre-design and funding
phases to the design phase! 

ASR Feasibility Study Announcement 
The Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Feasibility Study is fully funded by 2 grants, one
from Business Oregon and one from the Oregon Water Resources Department. This study
kicked off on October 17, 2025 with work projected to continue for approximately 1-year.
The purpose of this study is to determine whether Molalla has viable groundwater wells
that can be used as a secondary water source for the city. The crux of ASR’s is that the city
can pump in water during the wet season using our additional water rights. The water can
then be stored there until a need arises, and the city can withdraw and distribute up to
90% of what was pumped in. This provides a secondary drinking water source and has a
very positive impact on the groundwater table.    

WATER TREATMENT PLANT

REPAIRING WALLREPAIRING WALL
PUBLIC WORKS

WATER
TREATMENT PLANT

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
WATER QUALITY SECTION



PW

WTP Emergency Generator Repair 
The emergency generator at the water treatment plant got so much needed
repairs so that it can continue to serve the community’s needs. 

Backwash Pond Solids removal 
Needed for continued operations and compliance 

PUBLIC WORKS
WATER

TREATMENT PLANT

OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE

BACKWASH POND SOLIDS REMOVAL

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
WATER QUALITY SECTION
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PUBLIC WORKS

OPERATIONS
WTPWASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT

Water Produced in Millions of Gallons
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The water Treatment Plant
treated and provided the
following drinking water

quantities this past
quarter. 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT

TREATED WATER

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
WATER QUALITY SECTION



The Engineering Section manages all public projects, civil portions of private projects, civil
development reviews, Capital Planning for infrastructure systems, and Master Planning for
infrastructure development. Additionally, the Engineering Section is responsible for the City’s
facilities maintenance program. 

22-22 - Grid & Inlay of Streets (Shirley, Frances, N Cole & Ridings Ave.)

21-09 – Chief Yelkus Park - Phase 1

23-03 - 710 W Main St (Molalla Petroleum)

COMPLETED PROJECTS IN Q3

PW
PUBLIC WORKS
ENGINEERING

SECTION
GRIND & INLAY

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
ENGINEERING SECTION



ACTIVE PUBLIC & PRIVATE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

PW
PUBLIC WORKS
ENGINEERING

SECTION
MOLALLA PETROLIEUM

21-10 – Phase VIII – AV Upgrades
21-12 – New PD Facility
22-14 – Molalla / ODOT Curb Ramps ADA Ph 1 & 2
22-24 – Water Distribution System Pressure Zoning / PRV Installation 
22-28 – Wellhead Aquifer Storage and Recover (ASR) Feasibility Study
22-29 – Water Intake Structure Reconstruction 
22-31 – Stormwater Master Plan 
22-33 – Clark Park Sports Fields 
24-05 – Lola Sewer & Water Replacement
24-07 – Park Cameras
24-12 – N Molalla ADA Crosswalks
25-01 – S Molalla Lift Station Upgrade and Bear Culvert Replacement 
25-03- PFAS Study 
25-08 – Crack & Slurry 
25-12- City Hall Remodel Ph. 5
22-09 - 1000 W Main (Bear Creek Apartments) Ph. 1

(CONTINUED)

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
ENGINEERING SECTION



PW
PUBLIC WORKS
ENGINEERING

(CONTINUED)

23-06 - 105 Ona Way (Bear Creek Apartments) Ph. 2
24-01 – Leza Estates Subdivision 
24-03 – 370 Metzler Ave (Multi Family)
24-11 – Industrial Park Waterline Improvements 
24-13 – ODF Storm Drain Improvements
25-04- 721 W Main / Superior Pool Covers 
25-07 – 535 W Main / Industrial Subdivision 
25-09 – Dean Leasing LLC, Site Improvements 
25-13 – Foothills Community Church Site Improvements
25-15 – 204 E Main / Site & Frontage Improvements
25-17 – Molalla Senior Center 
XX-XX- Molalla River Middle School 

RIGHT OF WAY PROJECTS

83 Active ROW Permits 
14 Closed out ROW Permits 

ACTIVE PUBLIC & PRIVATE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
ENGINEERING SECTION
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PUBLIC WORKS
MAINTENANCE

WATER 53

SEWER 28

STORM 23

STREET 39

FLEET 18

GENERAL 2

TOTAL 567

146PARKS

14BUILDING MAINTENANCE

246UTILITY LOCATES COMPLETED

CATCHBASIN CLEANOUTS 218

308TOTAL MILES SWEPT

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
MAINTENANCE SECTION

WORK ORDERS COMPLETED BY FUND



MAINTENANCE & STAINING PROJECTS

LIFT STATION MAINTENANCE

PW
PUBLIC WORKS
MAINTENANCE

ABOVE: SPREADING CHIPS AT CHIEF YELKUS PARK
RIGHT: STORM SWALE MAINTENANCE 

BELOW: LIFT STATION MAINTENANCE

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
MAINTENANCE SECTION
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PUBLIC WORKS
MAINTENANCE

L:
36-INCH STORM
LINE INSPECTION

L & ABOVE:
CREW POURING &
FINISHING CONCRETE
AT THE CITY SHOPS

PUBLIC WORKS
DIVISION
MAINTENANCE SECTION



Code Compliance Cases Opened

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

CADs Opened

Citizen Concerns

Follow up on active cases

Ordinance violations

Premise checks (Transient camps, Pocket Park, Ivor Davies)

Parking complaint/Abandoned Vehicles

Assist person/Community Contact

Animal Complaints

Noise Complaints

Current Open Cases

269

138

66

39

36

58

Code Compliance Specialist recently completed crisis
intervention training (CIT) with the Clackamas County
Crisis Negotiation Team. Many people experiencing
houselessness suffer from neurological illnesses and this
training better equips our Code Compliance Specialist to
interact with people who may be experiencing a crisis
and continue acting as the houseless liaison for the city.

CC
CODE

COMPLIANCE

Code Compliance is working to revise the RV and trailer parking ordinance and the park exclusion
ordinance for repeat offenders. After the new RV and trailer parking ordinance language is finalized
and adopted, Code Compliance will begin the public outreach and education process

CASES OPENED

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
CODE COMPLIANCE SECTION
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