






CHAR PENNIE  5/24/23 CITY TESTIMONY 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 

I would like to emphasize the urgent need to shut down the warming center in a 
residen�al neighborhood. As the weather grows warmer, we an�cipate an influx of 
people from other ci�es and coun�es seeking shelter.  Unfortunately, the center is 
poorly run, providing goods without any requirement of services to integrate them back 
in to a civilized society.  This is called enabling. 

The burden of monitoring and ensuring the safety of the surrounding area has been 
unjustly placed upon the neighborhood and its residents. It is assumed that they should 
take on the responsibility of calling the police whenever they witness unsavory behavior 
or nefarious ac�vi�es near the warming center. This assump�on is unfair and places an 
undue burden on their community. 

We have made it explicitly clear to Molalla HOPE that this facility is not welcome in a 
residen�al neighborhood, especially considering the presence of children. The State of 
Oregon mandates that we designate a safe place for the unhoused to go during the 
evening.  I propose that this designated area be situated on the outskirts of town, away 
from residen�al neighborhoods. By doing so, we can ensure the safety and security of 
our community members while s�ll fulfilling our obliga�ons. 

Addi�onally, it is disheartening to hear derogatory comments made by two city council 
members regarding the neighborhood's character. These comments suggest a lack of 
empathy and understanding for the challenges faced by the residents. I propose that 
these council members experience firsthand the reali�es of living near the center by 
spending several evenings in the neighborhood while the center is in opera�on. This 
experience may help them gain a deeper apprecia�on for the concerns and hardships 
faced by the residents. 
In conclusion, the warming center's con�nued opera�on in its current loca�on is 
detrimental to the well-being and safety of our neighborhood. By reloca�ng the facility 
to an appropriate area and ensuring proper management and regula�ons, we can create 
a win-win situa�on that provides much-needed assistance to those in need while also 
preserving the harmony and security of our residen�al neighborhoods. I urge you to 
consider the many concerns that have been raised and take the necessary steps to shut 
the warming center down at its current loca�on.



DAVID POTTS– 5/24/23 – CITY TESTIMONY  
I have observed what happens when The Homeless Industrial Complex gets entrenched 
in a City. More and more money flows in, but the homeless popula�on gets ever larger, 
and we are told we just need to be pa�ent and allocate more funds. 
 
Molalla HOPE offers a band-aid as a solu�on to a problem far too large for Molalla to 
address on their own. We have seen the ra�onaliza�ons for the inability of Molalla 
HOPE to manage their clientele. In the end it is their neighbors who suffers and the 
taxpaying public who pay and end up not trus�ng City Council for allowing this to 
con�nue. 
  
Molalla HOPE’s warming/cooling center is a foothold for the Homeless Industrial 
Complex. The majority of Molalla does not want an ever-larger houseless popula�on 
living in tents reliant on the remainder of the community providing for their every need, 
ra�onalizing, and allowing their an�social behavior. Molalla lacks the resources and tax 
base that our larger more affluent neighbors use to finance their failing atempt to 
house people who are incapable or unwilling to follow basic rules that everyone else 
adheres to in order to remain housed. Let the larger ci�es support shelters. 
 
The city sanc�oned rent-free facility run by Molalla HOPE must be closed to protect the 
livability of Molalla. As a county recognized and funded shelter, it makes our city a 
des�na�on for unhoused people from the rest of Clackamas County. Let the larger 
beter funded ci�es run the shelters and social services programs to get the unhoused 
into transi�onal housing and with any luck, into permanent housing.  
 

NO MORE TENTS IN MOLALLA! 



From: Jody Newland
To: City Recorder
Subject: Homeless Shelter lease renewal
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 11:13:02 AM

Liz asked me to please forward this to you for our public record. 
Thanks, Jody

From: Liz Williams <liz.willy2008@gmail.com>

My name is Liz Williams.
I have lived in Molalla for 14 years now, the last four have been within city limits.
Molalla is a very special place full of many wonderful people.
I come before you as an individual of faith in a compassionate God.
I do not speak or come forward for a Molalla organization, but rather my hope for finding
solutions that will better help people.
First, I would like to thank those who wanted to bring the shelter into our community with
hopes of helping individuals in transition. I’m saddened by spiteful attacks made on these
compassionate people. We all need to converse, listen and learn more - not attack for our
own opinions. Thank you.
Second, I welcome a chance to publicly thank and recognize this Council for your hard work,
hours and commitment for our community. I know your time, energy and prayers goes
beyond these meetings. Thank you.
Third, I would like to state that I do not think a county wide shelter is helpful to the individuals
coming to use it.
I am glad we gave it a chance, but it is not working.
I will list what I have observed  and things that have INCREASED since the county wide shelter
opened. 
I have observed first hand the following:
-people using the online information to see if the center is open and then people travel to our
community to get into it. These are people not from Molalla. 
-I have called county resources myself trying to help someone find a place, and they told me
Molalla is open. I knew it was not, thus why I called.  This individaul told me they came to
Molalla because it was known to be ‘safer’. (By the way we did find them shelter-Molalla IS a
caring community.) It took days for this individual to leave Molalla to get more necessary
resources. 
-I have observed new to Molalla people trying to camp outside store fronts, and leaving litter
behind.  The smell behind the building from waste has increased.
-I have changed my walks through Ivor Davies to always include my dog, due to unfamiliar
people acting irrationally. 
-I have observed people leaving the park swearing irately.
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-I have observed people leaving a trail of trash as they move along. 
-Our park bridge boards have been kicked, removed and brought into the woods.
-I have observed locked bathrooms where children and families go.
-I have observed ‘odd behavior’ and incoherent conversation in front of bathroom doors by
people with bags and wagons. Not a place you would allow children to go use.
-I have observed videos of brazen thievery from people porches.
-I am disheartened that people with lots of stuff, a dog, black bags and boxes of food reside all
day in the pavilion by the library. There is no open restroom there!!  I also have watched
children and families walk up to the pavilion to use it, hesitate then turn around.

I’m almost 62 years old and know and have seen every community has people with ‘special
needs.’  We as a community need to focus on our own people so we can help them better.
Currently we are enabling poor behaviors with negative reinforcement. Giving Shelter (and
food) to  county-wide people is too large of a problem for Molalla to do well. 

Again I am grateful for this compassionate council that want to obey the laws and help people
in need and protect the benefits of living in the city of Molalla.

Please do not renew the lease, please look into different services and solutions.

Thank you for allowing me to share what I have personally observed.

Liz Williams.



From: Dan Huff
To: Andrea Nordahl
Cc: Christie Teets
Subject: RE: Houseless and social services-idea
Date: Monday, May 22, 2023 7:59:04 AM

Andrea – Thank you for your comments. I have been out for the past week, but we will be working
through some of these items soon. Let us know if you have additional comments or concerns.
 
Dan Huff
City Manager
City of Molalla, Oregon
(503)829-6855
 

______________________________________________________________________________
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE
This e-mail is a public record of the City of Molalla and is subject to public disclosure unless exempt from disclosure
under Oregon Public Records Law. This e-mail is subject to State Retention Schedule.
 
 

From: Andrea Nordahl <anordahl2@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2023 12:35 PM
To: Crystal Robles <crobles@cityofmolalla.com>; Eric Vermillion <evermillion@cityofmolalla.com>;
Rae-Lynn Botsford <rbotsford@cityofmolalla.com>; Terry Shankle <tshankle@cityofmolalla.com>;
Dan Huff <dhuff@cityofmolalla.com>; Jody Newland <jnewland@cityofmolalla.com>; Scott Keyser
<skeyser@cityofmolalla.com>
Cc: bcc@clackamas.us
Subject: Houseless and social services-idea
 
Happy Friday!
 
I was to start by saying Thank You for all your hard work. 
 
I have been sitting and thinking a lot lately about the lack of social services in our outlying towns or
just in general in Clackamas County. I had a couple thoughts that may be worth exploring or just
starting a conversation on.
 
In my profession I work with a lot of nonprofits and it just so happens the names I am going to give
you happen to be a few I have worked with. 
 
I wonder if the the City or County could have a conversation with the following nonprofit
organizations: 
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Central City Concern - They have millions of dollars in affordable housing and programs for drug
rehabilitation and more. 
 
New Narrative - transitional housing, supportive housing, independent housing, addiction services
 
Cedar Sinai Park - affordable housing 
 
4D recovery - substance abuse recovery housing
 
Coda - substance abuse treatment and supported housing
 
Fora Health Treatment & Recovery - addiction services 
 
Cascades Behavioral Healthcare - mental health, addiction recovery services 
 
Maybe the city could work with them about bringing some of their resources here to Molalla? Or
possibly assisting those houseless to get into one of their buildings. Just thinking out loud.
 
There are hundreds more nonprofit’s all around us that offer similar services. They all get
government funding. We just need to see if we can get their assistance out here. 
 
Thank you all.
Molalla Resident and lifetime Oregonian. 
Andrea



From: Dan Huff
To: Christie Teets
Subject: FW: The Homeless Crisis
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 9:01:27 AM

 
 

From: Jodi Dix <jodidix503@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 8:58 AM
To: Dan Huff <dhuff@cityofmolalla.com>
Subject: Re: The Homeless Crisis
 
I received your message. Thank you. I thought you were going to be talking about the hope lease
tonight. I guess if that is not the subject my letter doesn't do much good. So you don't have to read it
if that's not what's on the agenda. 
 
Thank you,
 
Jodi Dix
 
On Wed, May 24, 2023 at 8:07 AM Dan Huff <dhuff@cityofmolalla.com> wrote:

Ms. Dix – Thank you for your e-mail. I appreciate the comments you continue to provide regarding
this difficult issue. The City Council will be finalizing the draft required “camping” ordinance
tonight, but a final decision will not be made until June. However, this decision does not impact or
influence a future decision on the Molalla Hope, LLC lease. A decision on the lease will be made by
Council in June as well.
 
I can appreciate some of what Commissioner West is promoting because I agree with him that the
programs in place for homeless today do not work and only promote continuing the lifestyle.
Please remember that the decision on the warming shelter is a Molalla City Council decision and
theirs alone. The County can make comments just like you have made, but it is not their decision
to make.
 
Thank you again for your comments and please be watching. We have some developing ideas that
should come out shortly.
 
Dan Huff
City Manager
City of Molalla, Oregon
(503)829-6855
 

mailto:dhuff@cityofmolalla.com
mailto:cteets@cityofmolalla.com
mailto:dhuff@cityofmolalla.com


______________________________________________________________________________
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE
This e-mail is a public record of the City of Molalla and is subject to public disclosure unless exempt from
disclosure under Oregon Public Records Law. This e-mail is subject to State Retention Schedule.
 
 
 

From: Jodi Dix <jodidix503@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 10:22 PM
To: Terry Shankle <tshankle@cityofmolalla.com>; Scott Keyser <skeyser@cityofmolalla.com>;
Jody Newland <jnewland@cityofmolalla.com>; Crystal Robles <crobles@cityofmolalla.com>; Eric
Vermillion <evermillion@cityofmolalla.com>; Rae-Lynn Botsford <rbotsford@cityofmolalla.com>;
Dan Huff <dhuff@cityofmolalla.com>
Subject: The Homeless Crisis
 
Dear Council Members,

You have my permission to read this at the council meeting.

 

My name is Jodi Dix. I have lived in the Molalla area for 47 years. I'm writing you another letter
because I feel you need to hear this again. When council Shankle said closing the warming center
was not going to end the homeless population being in Molalla at the last council meeting, she
was right. There will always be some homeless people in Molalla, however It will prevent others
from coming to our town from the surrounding cities. I think we are one of three warming centers
in Clackamas county, If I'm not mistaken.  I do have a big heart and I love to help people that want
to help themselves.  It's very obvious to me that most of them don't want help, they want to steal
things, do drugs, fight with each other, and have sex in broad daylight. They break into abandoned
houses and businesses and leave garbage and drug paraphernalia everywhere in our town.  This
town's too small to have a warming center without having the other resources needed to actually
help them address their drug addictions and mental illness. Most of them won't seek help
anyways. We don't feel safe in our town anymore! Our children don't feel safe in our town
anymore!

 I emailed Ben West and he emailed me back saying the compassionate approach is not closing
the only resource available, rather providing increased personalized outreach to meet folks where
they are at and help them along their path to services, housing, and now the county is going to
expand services and resources into rural communities. This is so ridiculous! This will take a long
time for us to have any services and resources here in Molalla.  Oregon City already has these
resources now. We need to shut the warming center down before the homeless
wandering our streets increases. It's already bad now. Not to mention we have a skate park next
door to it. I really feel this building needs to be turned into something good for our kids in our
community. The homeless are posing a huge safety risk to our children, elderly and all of the
residents of our small community. Please consider the funding for this warming center to be
pulled and the lease canceled.  They can have easier access to services and resources that they so
desperately need close to them where there are already services established. 

Thank you so much for letting me share my concerns.

 

Jodi Dix
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