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We are pleased to report that our water is safe and 

continues to meet or exceed Federal and State requirements. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requires all 

community water systems to provide customers with a water 

quality report each year.  Molalla’s water comes from the 

Molalla River several miles upstream of the city and is treated 

at the Molalla Municipal Water Treatment Plant.  The Molalla 

River watershed encompasses a total of about 203 square miles 

and provides us with an extremely clean source of surface 

water.  A source water assessment is available for customer’s 

review. 
 
 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may 

reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 

some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not 

necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More 

information about contaminants and potential health effects 

can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 

(1-800-426-4791). 

 

Important Message From the EPA: Some 

people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 

water than the general population. Immuno-compromised 

persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 

persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with 

HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 

infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people 

should seek advice about drinking water from their health care 

providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen 

the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 

contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 

(800-426-4791). 

http://www.cityofmolalla.com/


City of Molalla | 117 N. Molalla Avenue | www.cityofmolalla.com | 503.829.6855 

 

 

 
 

We have been testing the quality of your water for many years.  Currently there are about 

100 water quality standards for potential contaminants in drinking water supplies in Oregon. 

Of these, a few contaminants have been detected in our drinking water at levels well below 

maximum acceptable levels set by the State and EPA as indicated in the following table: 
 

 

TEST RESULTS 

Contaminant Violation 

Y/N 

Level 

Detected 

Unit 

Measurement 
MCLG MCL Likely Source of 

Contamination 

 Microbiological Contaminants 

Turbidity N 0.50 

Highest 

single 

measurement 

NTU N/A TT=NTU’s 

95%<0.3 
100%<1.0 

Soil Runoff 

 Unregulated VOC’s 
Chloroform N 11.1 ppb N/A N/A Byproduct of the 

Treatment Process 

Bromodichloromethane N 1.5 ppb N/A N/A Soil Runoff 

 Inorganic Contaminants 

Nitrate N 0.433 ppm 10 10 Fertilizer, Septic Tanks, 

Erosion 

Barium N 0.00274 ppm 2 2 Erosion of natural deposits, 

drilling waste. 

Sodium N 4.0 ppm N/A 20 Byproduct of chlorination. 

 Disinfection Byproducts 

Halo Acetic Acids 

(HAA5) 

N 22.3 ppb 0 60 Byproducts of 

Disinfection Process 

TTHM 

(Total Trihalomethanes) 

N 22.8 ppb 0 80 Byproducts of 

Disinfection Process 

 Chlorine 

 
Sodium Hypochlorite 

N 1.03 (Max 

Level detected) 
ppm MRDLG = 

4.0 

MRDL = 

4.0 

Used for Chlorination / 

Disinfection 

 Lead and Copper Results 

Substance Units Action 

Level 

90th
 

Percentile 

Homes 

Exceeding 
Action Level 

Complies Likely Source of 

Contaminations 

Lead ppb 15 4.0 0 Y Corrosion of 

Household Plumbing 

Copper ppm 1.3 0 0 Y Corrosion of 

Household Plumbing 

http://www.cityofmolalla.com/
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Table Definitions 
 

(What It All Means…) 
 

MCLG: (Maximum Contaminants Level Goal) 

The level of contaminant in drinking water below 

which there is no known or expected risk to 

health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety. 

 
MCL: (Maximum Contaminants Level) 

The highest level of contaminants that is allowed 

in drinking water.  MCL’s are set as close to the 

MCLG’s as feasible using the best available 

treatment technology. 

 
AL: (Action Level) The concentration of a 

contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers 

treatment or other requirements which a water 

system must follow. 

 
TT: (Treatment Technique)  A required process 

intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in 

drinking water. 

 
Turbidity:  A measure of the cloudiness of the 

water and is a good indicator of water quality. 

High turbidity can hinder the effectiveness of 

disinfectants such as chlorine. 

 
MRDL: (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level) 

The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in 

drinking water.  There is convincing evidence that 

addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control 

of microbial contaminants. 

 
(MRDLG): (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level 

Goal)  The level of a drinking water disinfectant 

below which there is no known or expected risk 

to health.  MRDLG’s do not reflect the benefits of 

the use of disinfectants to control microbial 

contamination. 

Pollution Prevention 
 
 

What Can You Do to Help Improve 

Molalla’s Waterways? 
 
 

Lawn and Garden Care – Skip the weed and feed. 

Chemicals are harmful to children and pets.  Rain can 

wash chemicals off your lawn and into storm drains 

and streams. 
 

Vehicle/Car – Maintain your vehicles to reduce oil 

and fluid leaks. 
 

Pressure Washing – Be stream friendly when 

cleaning your home, deck, sidewalk and driveway. 

Pollutants from cleaning activities can flow from 

storm drains and ditches directly into our rivers and 

streams. 
 

Pick Up After Your Pets - Proper disposal of pet 

waste helps to minimize bacteria in our City’s streams. 

Pet waste can contain pathogens such as Giardia, E. 

coli, Salmonella, and Campylobacter.  These can cause 

illness in humans, especially children and the elderly. 

Always pick up after your pet when on walks, avoid 

children’s play areas, and remember to pick up in your 

own yard, too. 

ppb: Parts per Billion | ppm: Parts per Million NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Unit 
 

 

Opportunities for Public Participation:  Residents are always welcome to attend city council meetings, 

which are normally the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month.  For more info, please visit our website. 

http://www.cityofmolalla.com/
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for lead and copper was performed in 2021. Tests at the 90th percentile were 4.0 ppb lead and 0 ppm copper. 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 

children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home 

plumbing.  The City of Molalla is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the 

variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize 

the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or 

cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in 

drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water 

Hotline or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

Samples are routinely collected from numerous points in the distribution system and then tested.  State certified operators 

collect the samples, which are then tested at state certified laboratories.  We constantly monitor for various constituents in 

the water supply to meet all regulatory requirements. 
 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 

and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, 

in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human 

activity.  Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
 

⚫ Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 

 

⚫ Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming. 

 

⚫ Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and 
residential uses. 

 

⚫ Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals which are byproducts of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems. 

⚫ Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants 
in water provided by public water systems.  Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health. 

http://www.cityofmolalla.com/
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead

